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The Role of Religious Faith in The Tree of Life Film
The Tree of Life film is a profound masterpiece in which Malick debunks the sense of meaning and purpose of life. The film revolves around a family living in the suburb of Waco, Texas, during the 1950s. The director blends the family life with images embodying the universe origin, such as exploding volcanoes, hurt dinosaurs, and galaxies. One is perplexed by the film's overriding theme, which I would sum up as the philosophical concept of existentialism. By the director putting Jack as a central figure in the movie, one understands the progress of Jack's life from childhood and adulthood. In the same vein, the relationship between the father, mother, and Jack, underscores the societal perception of nature versus grace. While Terrence Malick does not push a specific religious message in the film The Tree of Life, he draws on religious ideas to explore the conflict between nature and grace in life.
The film commences with a quote from the book of Job 38:4-7, "Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth…when the morning stars sang together" (Malick). The quote from the bible remains as a daunting puzzle among scholars and believers. Job's story from the holy book leaves a reader wondering why God would punish him by taking everything he has despite his unwavering commitment to God. Job himself is in dire need to understand why God punishes him; however, God does not directly answer Job's rhetorical questions. Equally, scholars in the religious field wonder why God would not directly tell Job the reason he was undergoing the suffering. In the film, Malick proposes one of the ways God answered Job's woes in the opening quotation.
In the assertion, "where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth," God is describing the phenomenon of nature and how humans can perceive them (Malick). The quote from the holy book hints that the immensity of the natural universe has little to do with human suffering. Malick compares the merciless nature indifference with the terrible loss of R.L O'Brien, the middle son of Mr. and Mrs. O'Brien. The nature slaps human beings with the reality that they can do nothing to stop it. When Mrs. O'Brien receives the troubling news that R.L died in the Vietnam war all characters in the film provide their views about the death in narrative whispers as if criticizing the universe or talking directly to God.
Jack's reflection of his life in childhood and adulthood highlights the challenges that a human encounter in the growth trajectory. Hunter McCracken played Jack's character as a child, and Sean Penn played as an adult. Both Mr. and Mrs. O'Brien had different parenting approaches. Jack prefers the parenting style of his mother as highlighted by their close relationship. In the introduction, the narrator asserts, "there are two ways through life: the way of nature, and the way of grace. You have to choose which one to follow. Grace doesn't try to please itself...it accepts insults and injuries" (Malick). The narration about nature versus grace is parallel with Mrs. O'Brien playing with the children in the yard, showing them compassion and love; a depiction of why Jack loved the mother's parenting style. The narrator, believed to be Mrs. O'Brien, argues that nature wants to please itself. With the assertion, the camera shifts to Mr. O'Brien. She also believes that nature wants humanity to satisfy it as well.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Malick likens Mrs. O'Brien to the grace in nature versus grace, and Mr. O'Brien is compared to the nature in grace versus nature. The father is depicted as a church organist who is overly obsessed by Brahms music in mealtimes. His perception of life probably underscores his meagre relationship with Jack. He has a cynical perspective of being highlighted by his bitterness towards people with higher status or financial power than him. While Mrs. O'Brien is trying hard to teach the kids that grace is the virtue that will make them pursue the opportunities and the challenges that they will meet as life progresses, Mr. Obrien teaches his children how to be aggressive and fight for what they yearn to achieve. Mr. O'Brien always reminds the kids that the world has nothing good to offer them, and therefore, they have to rely on themselves. As the father and mother depict the nature versus grace conflict, Jack is left with a daunting choice to make as he ponders on his past and his brother's death in the Vietnam War. The occurrences in his life weigh on his parentage at his adulthood, depicted by Sean Penn. Therefore, the grace versus nature debate leaves Jack in a hard position, but the admiration of his mother's parenting makes it easy for him to continue with life.
In conclusion, Malick's quest for life's meaning and purpose is depicted by Jack's dilemma as he poses on the nature versus grace conflict depicted by his father and mother. The statement raised in the film, "We must choose between nature and grace," debunks the indifferences posed by nature. By grace, the viewer understands it as the mother's character depicted in the form of compassion and love. Equally, in Malick's perspective, nature is embodied by the father's character, who believes that in life, once must conquer everything to be happy. Malick suggests that grace is anchored in an individual's inner self. On the contrary, he suggests that nature is indifferent and challenges and opportunities are inherent in nature, as depicted by the opening biblical cited from the book of Job. Therefore, it is apparent that Malick draws on religious ideas to explore the conflict between nature and grace with Mr. O'Brien embodying nature, and Mrs. O'Brien embodying the grace.
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